1 - Prior Art 



104 



106 
108 




110 



Display 




112 



f TV Network J 



114 



CPU 



T 

100 



102 





300 



2 



200 
/ 



202 



204 



206 



208 



210 



212 



214 



USERS VIEW MULTI-USER COMPUTER 



SHARING USERS LOG INTO INSTANT 
MESSAGING SYSTEM 



INDICATE SHARING USERS AS BEING 
LOGGED-IN TOGETHER 



CORRELATE SHARING USERS WITH ACCOUNTS 
AS BEING FRIENDS OF OTHER USERS 



I 



PROVIDE SHARED USE INDICATION TO OTHER 

USERS 
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SEND INSTANT MESSAGE TO SHARING USER 



RENDER INSTANT MESSAGE ON MULTI-USER 
COMPUTER WITH MINIMALLY DISRUPTIVE 
DISPLAY 
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SEND REPLY INSTANT MESSAGE 



Fig. 4A 
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Fig. 5 
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